
capturing passion
WHAT COULD BE BETTER THAN MAKING A LIVING FROM A JOB THAT COMBINES 
YOUR TALENTS, INTERESTS AND PASSIONS? FOR GIPPSLAND-BORN CAM COPE THIS 
IS A REALITY. 
photos CAM COPE interview by BEC MANRJA

Cam Cope is a travel and documentary photo-journalist. He journeys to exotic locations for travel magazines; shooting 
beautiful and evocative photos, and penning words to match.
His first documentary project Boorun’s Canoe (feature in issue 15 of Milk) was acquired by the Melbourne Museum for 
part of their permanent collection. Not bad for a 27-year-old who’s only being working in photography for three years.
Cam’s first career, however, was as an environmental consultant. Although working on some interesting projects in an 
area he’s passionate about, the work itself didn’t completely fulfil him.
“I just found that I didn’t really like the office space lifestyle,” explained Cam. “I was missing all these other interests of 
mine.”
Those ‘other interests’ are quite extensive; from outdoor adventure, to foreign language, travel and the visual arts.
Cam grew up in Drouin East and is one of four children born to Andrew and Anne Cope. Anne is a teacher at Drouin West 
Primary School and Andrew, who passed away in 2006, was a lecturer at Monash University in Churchill. He loved the 
great outdoors, and took his kids on regular outdoor adventures: camping, skiing, kayaking and rock climbing.
“Dad instilled a sense of wonder and curiosity in the world into all four of us,” said Cam.
Their father’s passion for the outdoors certainly rubbed off on his children. Cam’s older brother Tim is a well-known 



explorer and a National Geographic Adventure Honoree. He produces 
films and books on his travels and is a regular public speaker.
The Cope family travelled extensively overseas as their father 
continued his studies. This exposure fostered a strong interest in other 
cultures, and all of Cam’s siblings have travelled extensively as adults 
– and three are fluent in other languages.
“Tim speaks Russian, my sister Natalie speaks Chinese, and I speak 
Spanish,” said Cam.
The move to working as a photographer full-time was a way for Cam 
to simultaneously pursue his passions for travel other cultures and the 
visual arts.
To hone his photographic skills, Cam completed a few short courses at 
RMIT and CAE, he also worked as an assistant wedding photographer.
“I learnt a lot by being an assistant, and through practice (relentless 
practice), reading up and ad hoc learning online. I’ve only been doing 
photography for three years now and I believe I’ll be learning forever.”
“It’s taken me a few years to really develop my particular interests in 
photography: which is documentaries and travel.”
The Boorun’s Canoe project came about by a serendipitous call to 
indigenous Gippsland artist Steaphan Paton.
“I studied Australian Aboriginal history at Monash University in 
Clayton,” said Cam. “That got me interested in doing a project that 
engaged indigenous culture in my own back yard. That’s why I got in 
touch with Steaphan and that’s how Boorun’s Canoe came about.”
“There are lot of European Australians who miss a connection with 

Aboriginal culture; because we grew up with a culture where we didn’t 
learn much about it at school and there weren’t the social scenarios 
where we would mix with indigenous people... which was pretty sad.”
Focussing on the future, Cam is looking to do more projects relating to 
his three strongest interests; Aboriginal culture, colonial history and 
environmental issues. 
“I also love travel, which is an area of guilt as a former environmental 
consultant flying around – I’m still trying to get my head around that!”
Hours later Cam boarded a plane for a 27-day trip to Samoa.

www.camcope.com
PHOTOS
Pervious Page: A local boy emerges from the fierce city beach shore break in Salvador, Brazil.
Above: A lifetime under the eternal blue sky, a portrait of an elder in the doorway to his ger tent in the Gobi Desert, Mongolia.
Opposite page, clockwise from top left:  Young boys collect firewood on the rim of Mt Yasur volcano; Tanna Island, Vanuatu; 
Experienced Tasmanian horseman, ‘Fletch’, takes on the ‘lover’s leap’ while leading a packhorse down Eskdale Spur on Mount Bogong in Victoria’s high 
country; 
A local ‘taxi driver’ delivers food for a restaurant on car-less Morro de Sao Paulo island in Bahia, Brazil;
Tram city silhouette, taken on the corner Bourke and Spencer streets, Melbourne;  
Opposite page, bottom right: Profile picture of Cam Cope in Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.

“Dad instilled a sense of wonder and curiosity in the world 
into all four of us”


